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AN 


HISTORICAL  DISCOURSE, 

DELIVEKED   IN    D  O  R  C  H  E  S  T  E  E,  .-^A  N  U  A  R  Y   2,    18  4^ 


ON  OCCASION  OF  THE 

FORTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


GATHERING  OF  THE  SECOND  CHURCH, 


UNDEH  THE 


PASTORAL  CARE  OP  THE  LATE  REV,  JOHN  CODMAN,  D,  D, 


BY  WILLIAM  ALLEN,  B.  D., 


B  O  S  T  O  N  I 
PRESS  OF  T.  R,  MARVIN,  24  CONGRESS  STREET. 
1848. 


'l  o  Kev.  W  illi  vM  Ai.i  r.n,  I).  D. 

At  a  meeting  of  ihe  Second  Parish  in  Dorchester,  held  imn>ediately  after  divmc 
service  this  day,  the  unflersigned  were  appointed  a  ("'ommittee  lo  reijiu-sl  a  copy, 
for  the  press,  of  the  Historical  Strnion,  delivered  by  you  this  afieriuwu,  on  tiie 
occasion  of  the  Fortieth  Anniversary  of  the  gathering  of  the  Church  of  the  late 
Dr.  CniiM  ^n. 

In  the  disrh.ir^e  of  this  duty,  j)erniit  us  lo  say,  that  every  thing  relating  to  our 
helove<l  Pa-stor  will  \te  received  hy  us  as  matters  of  great  interest.  We  therefore 
Rsk  your  compliance  with  our  request  the  more  freely,  knowing  that  this  lal)or  of 
love  has  been  performed  at  his  special  solicitation. 

With  AcntiineiiLs  of  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 

I  We  arc,  Dear  Sir, 

•  '  Your  ol>edient  servants, 

:  .        t..  M MISIIAM.  P.  WILDKK  ^ 

CHAKLKS  HOWK.  M'„m.mittee. 

JA.MLS  C.  SHARP,  ) 

Dortkstier,  January  2,  1848. 


To  Col.  Marshai  i.  p.  Wii  nr-R.  J 

Deacon  CwARi  rs  How r,  ajul  >  Conimitte€. 
Mr.  J  wr.s  C  Siiahp.  ) 

In  coinplianre  uith  \(.ur  refjur>l.  n>  the  Commitlee 
of  the  Second  Parish  in  Dorchester,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Hiitoncal  Discourse, 
delivered  yesterday,  al  the  solicitation,  in  the  time  of  his  sickness,  of  my  dear  Friend, 
your  late  iK'lovetl  Pallor. 

Witii  great  re s{>ect,  I  am,  Gcuilemen, 

Yours.  iVc. 


DuTckttler ,  January  .1,  It»lS 


WII.I  IAM  Al  l  r.N. 


DISCOURSE. 


DEUTERONOMY  VIII.  2. 

AND  THOU  SHALT  REMEMBER  ALL  THE  WAY  WHICH  THE  LORD  THY 
GOD  LED  THEE  THESE  FORTY  YEARS  IN  THE  WILDERNESS,  TO 
HUMBLE  THEE,  AND  TO  PROVE  THEE,  TO  KNOW  WHAT  WAS  IN 
THINE  HEART,  WHETHER  THOU  WOULDEST  KEEP  HIS  COMMAND- 
MENTS  OR  NO. 

'  1989797 

When  Moses,  after  conducting  the  children  of 
Israel  forty  years  through  "  the  great  and  terrible 
wilderness,''  and  bringing  them  to  the  borders  of 
Canaan,  was  near  the  close  of  his  life  and  in  sight 
of  the  promised  land,  he  gave  them  his  last  admo- 
nitions and  counsels.  He  made  a  recital  of  God's 
dealings  with  them, — of  his  signs,  and  mighty  won- 
ders, and  great  deliverances ;  of  his  statutes  and 
commandments,  as  well  as  of  their  own  wayward- 
ness and  rebellion, — and  then  exhorted  them  to 
obedience  by  the  dread  of  his  fearful  Judgments,  if 
they  should  prove  perverse  ;  and  by  the  promises  of 
rich,  inestimable  blessings,  if  they  should  have 
respect  to  his  holy  laws. 
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It  was  the  intention  of  voiir  latt'  beloved  Pastor, 
liad  his  lifr  and  streniith  hvvn  continued, — on  this 
dav,  ilw  iivsl  Sunday  after  th(^  (Mid,  vcsterdav,  of 
forty  years  since  the  orirani/aiion  of  this  church, — to 
(h  (  r  to  Non  a  ( 'oininciuorat ivc  Discourse  from  the 
very  (c\t  \\  hicli  1  have  read  to  you  ;  reminding  you 
of  tli(^  kind  ])r()\  idcnccs  of  (Jod  towards  this  cinirch 
and  socictv,  and  (^xliortini:  vou  to  the  ohcditMice  of 
faith.  \\  hih'  rccciitU  on  a  \i^it  to  him  in  his  sick- 
ness, he  a^kcd  me  to  prrform  this  service  in  his 
stead. 

I  coidd  not  refus(^  a  compliancf^  \\ith  his  re(;U(\st, 
for  he  was  m\"  earl\  and  hiiihlv  esteemed  friend, 
some  vear.s  hefore  this  church  was  formed  :  and  he 
was  phrased  to  say,  that  1  was  W(  11  actiuainted  with 
the  particular  liistorieal  events,  in  w  hicii  lu^  felt  an 
intert^st,  and  to  which  >onie  alhision  mi^ht  he  prop- 
erl\  m;ul('  on  this  occasion.  it  is,  however,  with 
gri^at  difli(U'nce  that  1  nndt  riake  this  ser\ict^;  and  I 
shall  need  all  \onr  c;in(lor,  while  1  dttempt,  imper- 
fecllv,  to  siippU  ihr  r.iihnc,  which  you  all,  in  your 
afllicted  In  Mrls,  mo^l  deeplv  deplore.  Ilis  grateful 
rememhrances,  his  tender  s\mpathies,  his  heart  of 
love  wedded  to  hi>^  (  hristi.iu  |)( opie,  his  solemn  teel- 
iiiizs  of  rijsponsihieness.  Ids  overwlielming  emotions 
in  the  r(*view  of  the  past,  and  his  «;lorious  antici|)a- 
tions  as  to  the  fniun  ,  I  c.iiinot  indeed  hrini:  t<>  ^ou  ; 
hni  I  \Nill  speak  to  \on,  as  God  enahle  me. 

And  oh,  th.it  vom-  Ix  loved  l\ist()r  m.iy  spe.ik  to  \ou 
this  day,  from  his  cofliu  and  his  tomh,  with  greater 
effect  than  if  he  imw  stood  hefore  you. 

\\  {    am   I    encouraged  to   address   vou   hv  the 
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consideration,  that  I  am  myself,  as  it  were,  a  son 
of  Dorchester  ;  for  I  have  recently  discovered,  w'^ith 
great  satisfaction,  that  I  am  able  to  trace  my  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  ancestry  to  four  of  the  early  and 
first  settlers  of  this  town. 

This  Church  is  of  most  honorable  descent,  being 
a  colony  from  the  old  church  of  Dorchester.    As  , 

the  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  sought  out  of  all 
them  who  have  pleasure  therein,"  and  as  his  dis- 
pensations in  respect  to  the  early  settlement  of  New 
England  are  most  worthy  of  remembrance,  may  I 
be  allowed  to  give  you  a  short  historical  account  of 
this  ancient  town  ? 

In  Massachusetts,  as  distinct  from  Plymouth  col- 
ony, Dorchester  is  the  third  settled  town,  being  next 
after  Salem  and  Charlestown.  Religious  intoler- 
ance in  their  native  country,  induced  the  fathers  of 
the  town  to  resolve  upon  emigrating  to  this  western 
wilderness.  They  were  first  gathered  into  a  Con- 
gregational church,  early  in  1630,  at  Plymouth,  in 
England,  with  two  pastors, — John  Maverick  and 
John  Warham.  After  a  passage  of  two  months, 
they  landed  on  Sunday,  May  30,  1630,  at  Nan- 
tasket  or  Hull.  The  place  of  their  settlement, — 
Mattapan,  of  the  Indians, — they  called  Dorchestrr, 
after  a  town  of  the  same  name  in  Dorsetshire, 
whence  some  of  them  came,  and  in  honor  of  Rev, 
John  White,  of  Dorchester,  who  assisted  in  forming 
the  church.  Among  the  first  settlers  was  Capt, 
Roger  Clap,  whose  valuable  Memoirs  have  recently 
been  republished.    "  O,  the  hunger,"  he  exclaims^ 
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"  that  many  suflered,  and  saw  no  hope  in  th(^  eve  of 
rt^ason  to  l)t^  sii|)|)lie(l,  onlv  l)\  ehiins,  and  nuiscles, 
and  li>h.  We  did  (jiiieklv  bnihi  h,)ais,  and  some 
went  a  li>hin!j:  :  hiit  hmul  was  with  nianv  a  searce 
thiiii:,  and  fn  >li  of  all  kind  as  scarce."  Their 
houses  were  h)i:  houses  with  thatched  roofs. 

Mr.  Maverick  died  e  irl\  in  ](>)(>:  and  in  the 
sainc^  the  ehuK  h  i'lid  ni(^s(  of  the  eonirrt^iiation, 

aeeouipanied  h\  .Mr.  \\ .irhauK  removed  to  Windsor, 
in  ( 'oniHH'lieut. 

A  new  church  uas  formed  in  Dorchester,  Anixnst 
23,  of  which    luJhird   Mathrr  was  chosen 

teacher,  and  rcniaiiK d  such  more  than  thirt\  V(\irs. 
lie  was  a  schol.ir  and  an  eminent  and  laithtul  min- 
isl(M*.  In  hehalt Ot  his  hrethrtMi  he  dr(»w  u|)  sev(M'al 
important  writini:^:  ;.s  the  Discourses  al)out  the 
CInirch  Covenant/'  and  the  Answer  to  the  Thirtv- 
Two  (^Mnvstions.*'  Our  *M 'oiiLrrei^ational  Platform," 
adopttni  hv  the  S\n(Hl  in  liJ'lJ),  was  formt^d  princi- 
pallv  from  the  Moih  l,  h  he  furnisluHl.  Havin:^ 
sonni  estate  of  his  ow  n.  he  e(lueat(Mi  four  sons,  who 
were  also  enjinent  ministers  : — lllraznr,  \\\v  first 
pastor  ol  the  church  ol  \ortliam|)ton  :  S^innnl  and 
iXutluuiii  ly  mini.Nlers  in  Irelami  and  Mn^land  :  and 
Inciensf'^  minister  in  Boston,  and  President  of  Har- 
vard r()ll(*i:e.  IJndiT  the  minisirv  of  luclhird 
Mather,  in  lour  of  the  un-mlx  is  of  the  church 

wiTc  dismissed  to  join  w  ith  some  others  lor  the 
^^atlu'rini:  of  a  church  at  .Northampton,''  of  which  I 
am  now  a  mcinher. 

Mr.   Mather  died   in  His   ci »l|e;i ij;nes  for 

about  two  vears  each,  wen*  Jonallmn  lUirr^  who 
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died  in  1641,  and  John  Wilson^  Jr.,  who  was  dis- 
missed in  1651. 

The  next  minister,  for  the  period  of  nine  years, 
was  Josiah  Flinty  who  died  in  1680.  His  succes- 
sor, John  Danforth^  died  in  1730,  aged  seventy-eight. 
Several  of  his  sermons,  and  some  specimens  of  his 
poetry  were  published.  His  colleague  and  succes- 
sor, ordained  in  1729,  was  Jonathan  Bowman^  who 
was  dismissed  in  1773.  His  successor,  Moses  Ev- 
erett^ was  minister  from  1774  till  his  dismission  in 
1793.  The  late  Dr.  Thaddeus  Mason  Harris^  the 
tenth  minister  of  Dorchester,  was  ordained  October 
23,  1793.  His  death  was  within  a  year  or  two 
past,  at  an  advanced  age.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say 
to  you,  that  he  was  an  amiable  man,  and  a  man  of 
various  learning,  and  a  voluminous  writer.  It  was 
after  he  had  been  the  minister  of  the  whole  town 
for  about  a  dozen  years,  that  he  lent  his  friendly  aid 
to  the  organization  of  this  Second  Church. 

About  sixty  families,  residing  in  this  part  of  the 
town,  first  united  in  building  this  meeting-house, 
which  was  dedicated  October  30,  1806,  the  sermon 
on  the  occasion  being  preached  by  Mr.  Harris,  who 
also  preached  in  the  forenoon  of  the  next  Sabbath, 
November  2,  in  his  own  house,  at  the  sacrament,  a 
farewell  sermon  to  the  church  members,  whose  pur- 
pose was  from  that  time  to  worship  in  this  place  ; 
and  in  the  afternoon  he  preached  to  them  in  this 
their  new  place  of  meeting.  These  three  sermons 
were  published. 

The  proprietors  were,  for  a  time,  undetermined 
whether  to  constitute  a  distinct  parish  or  to  remain 
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as  a  kind  of  branch  of  the  old  society.  The  church 
was  or2:ani/ed  January  1,  1808,  the  sermon  being 
preached  by  thi*  J\ev.  Dr.  Pierce,  of  Brookline. 
This  also  was  piiblisiK d.  Between  this  period  and 
the  time  of  the  scith'iiu'nt  ofNour  ])ast()r,  among  the 
preacliers  here  employed  I  may  be  permitted  to  say, 
tliat  I  was  myself  one,  and  that  I  delivered  here 
niiK  or  ten  discourses  :  so  that  I  was  earlv  conver- 
sani  with  ihc  condition  of  this  society. 

Most  happy  am  1  to  see  here  to-day  faces,  which 
1  then  saw,  and  ^^  ho  w(T(^  w  illinir  to  receive  and 
^^•el(*om(*  tlu^  truth  ol  (iod,  uttered  \)\  my  youtlifid 
lij)s,  and  soon  alter  h\  the  li|)s  of  my  fri(Mid.  Of 
these,  one  is  a  respected  oflle(^r  of  this  cluu'ch ; 
anionic  otIuM's,  I  do  not  deem  it  improper,  l)ut  per- 
haps my  duty  to  mention,  were  several  young  ladies, 
of  discernment  to  understand  the  peculiar  doctrines 
of  the  gospel,  the  lo\'ers  of  divine^  truth  ;  ycMing 
women  of  faith  and  prayer,  to  this  day  the  members 
of  tliis  ehiireh.  rhe\  wxv  indeed  no  longer  youni}:  ; 
hut  tlie\  h  iM'  the  N.iine,  thouiih  mor(^  matunul  in- 
t(  lliiienee,  and  the  s;inie  warm,  womanlv  h(\\rt  of 
piety.  (Jod  h  is  j)rov(Ml  tin  m.  They  have  been 
found  in  a  i^reat  (h*i:re(»  faithful  ;  and,  I  trust,  will 
be  found  faithful  unto  death,  and  \vill  attain  to 

the  lie.ivenK  erow  u  pronnxd  to  siieh, — a  (Town  of 
glory,  comp.ir*  (1  with  which  tin-  boasted  and  re- 
splendent crown  of  the  Noung  (pieen  of  our  f.ither- 
land  fiid  s  aw  .i v  into  nothing  I 

It  WIS,  I  believe,  Auirusl  28,  1808,  liiat  my 
Iriend,  \our  pastor,  In^t  pre.iclied  ni  this  house.  He 
h  id  recently  returned  from  Kdmburgh,  where  he 
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had  prosecuted  his  theological  studies.  I  had  known 
him  for  ten  years,  for  we  were  members  of  the  same 
class  at  Harvard  College,  from  1798  to  1802.  The 
death  of  his  father,  in  1803,  was,  through  the  mercy 
of  God,  the  means  of  turning  his  attention  from  the 
study  of  the  law^  to  the  study  of  divinity.  In  1804 
and  1805,  he  was  a  student  of  theology  at  Cam- 
bridge, where  I  also  was  residing  as  a  fellow  stu- 
dent, and  preacher,  and  an  officer  of  the  College. 
There  our  early  friendship  was  formed,  arising  from 
congeniality  of  pursuits  and  dispositions,  from  belief 
of  the  same  great  truths,  and  from  love,  as  I  think, 
to  the  same  Saviour, — a  bond  of  union  stronger 
than  death,  enduring  as  eternity.  At  that  time 
there  was  no  theological  seminary  at  Cambridge, 
though  some  advice  was  given  as  to  study  by  the 
Professor  of  Divinity  to  those  who  consulted  him. 
We  therefore  formed  a  little  theological  school  of 
our  own,  which  we  called,  in  Greek  phrase,  "  The 
School  of  Preachers.''  We  preached  discourses  and 
criticized  them. 

A  better  school  was  sought  by  my  friend  in  the 
capital  of  Scotland,  whence,  after  two  or  three 
years'  absence,  he  returned  to  commence  his  minis- 
terial labors  in  his  native  State.  After  preaching 
here  two  Sabbaths,  the  church  and  parish,  with 
great  unanimity,  invited  him  to  become  their  minis- 
ter. With  much  wisdom,  he  now  wrote  to  them  an 
affectionate  letter,  with  the  design  to  enter  into 
some  explanations,  which  were  highly  interesting  to 
him  and  them,"  and  "  to  prevent  future  difficulties." 
He  said,  "  Lest  there  should  be  a  doubt  on  the  sub- 
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ject,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  declare  his  unshaken 
faith  in  those  doctrines,  that  are  sometimes  called 
'  the  doctrines  of  ihc  Reformation,'  '  the  doctrines 
of  the  Cr()s>,'  *  the  licculiar  doctrines  of  the  Gospel.' 
These  doctrines  he  intended  to  j)reach,  and  it  gave 
him  pleasure  to  say,  that  his  faith  was  the  same 
with  that  of  our  vtMit^rahle  forefathers;  particularly 
with  that  of  the  former  ])astors  of  the  cliureh  in 
Dorchester,  —  \\<irliam,  Maverick,  Mather,  iiurr, 
&c." 

A  committee  drew  up  a  reph',  \\hich  was  unani- 
mously a|)pr()ved  at  a  parish  meeting,  in  which 
they  say,  that  his  eomiunnieation  \Nas  received 
with  pleasurti  and  gtuieral  satisfaction  ;  that  the 
writers  veiu'ratc*  the  principles  of  their  forefathers, 
especially  of  the  pious  and  worthy  pastors  of  the 
church  in  I  )orelM'st cr,  and  iwr  hapj)v  to  fmd  Mr. 
Codman  agreeing  w'wU  them  in  sentiment/' 

In  his  letter  of  ;ieeeptance,  your  pastor  said,  in 
refercMiec  to  an  alhision  of  the  conunittee  to  '  the  |)ro- 
motion  ot  pcijcc  iiiid  lrieii(]>liip  .inioiii;  his  pi'0|)h'  ' — 

the  promotion  ol  that  |)eaee,  which  is  founded  on 
true  ("hristiau  priueiph',  and  not  on  Ctirnal  security; 
and  of  thiit  uu-uiiuiitN,  \\hieh  is  the  effect  of  the 
general  rccc|)tioii  ot  e\ .ini^dic.il  truth,  and  not  of 
indiflerencc  to  rcliL:ioiis  opinions,  will  he  the  snhject 
of  my  [)ra\i'rs  and  the  oliject  ot  \\\\  lilc.  It  will  Uc 
mv  eariu'sl  endeavor,  .is  t.u*  as  consistt  nt  with  the 
faithful  discharge  ot  minisicri.il  dut\,  to  |)romote 
pe.ice  and  lricndslii|)  .uiioiil:  the  people  ol  m\  charge  ; 
to  do  .ill  in  \\\\  power  to  continue  iind  eonfnui  it 
anion::  our  sister  churches  .md  tln  ir  |).istnrs." 
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After  this  frank  and  explicit  explanation  of  his 
views,  he  was  ordained,  December  7,  1808.  Before 
the  Council,  which  inducted  him  into  the  sacred 
office,  he  also  made  a  distinct  and  full  confession  of 
the  Orthodox,  or  Evangelical  faith.  The  sermon  at 
his  ordination  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Channing,  on  the  importance  of  a  zealous  and 
affectionate  performance  of  ministerial  duties.''  The 
following  passages  from  this  discourse  are  worthy  of 
being  remembered  this  day.  "  Christian  minister, 
there  is  nothing  in  life  or  death,  in  heaven  or  hell, 
which  does  not  call  thee  to  be  earnest  and  engaged." 

The  salvation  of  man  is  the  leading  object  of  the 
providence  of  God." — "  For  this  the  Son  of  God 
himself  left  the  abodes  of  glory,  and  expired  a  vic- 
tim on  the  cross  !  For  this  the  harmony  of  creation 
was  disturbed,  and  stupendous  miracles  were  wrought 
to  attest  the  gracious  promises  of  God.  For  this 
end  a  church  has  been  erected,  and  its  interests 
guarded  amidst  the  convulsions  of  a  sinful  world. 
Heaven  is  gladdened  by  the  tidings,  that  a  sinner 
has  repented.  Angels  are  sent  forth  to  minister  to 
the  heirs  of  salvation." — ^'  Jesus  is  a  glorious  pat- 
tern of  ministerial  faithfulness."— He  saw  his  di- 
vine truth  kindling  a  malice,  fierce  and  unquencha- 
ble as  the  fire  of  hell." — "  Christian  ministers,  look 
at  your  Saviour,  and  catch  his  patient,  firm,  and 
persevering  zeal.  Did  I  think  that  you  needed 
other  examples,  I  would  direct  you  from  your  Divine 
Master  to  men  like  yourselves,  to  his  apostles,  the 
first  ministers  of  his  kingdom." — "  Of  all  the  frowns 
of  Providence,  perhaps  none  is  more  threatening 
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than  the  settlement  of  a  cold-hearted,  uninterested 
minister.  His  coldness  |)ctril'ics  all  within  his  inllu- 
enc(^.'' — "To  ^^  hom  is  lie  sent  to  preach, — to  men 
oru|)rii:ht  hearts,  disposed  to  receive  and  ohc^v  tlie 
truth,  w  hich  i^uith  s  to  hraNcn  :  — He  is  sent  to 
a  worhl  ot  sinners,  in  whose;  hearts  hirk  idohitrv, 
s<Misnality,  pridt»,  and  cry  corrii  ption/' — Hi^  sees 
immortal  beinirs,  conimiiti d  to  his  car(\  advancing 
\\\{\\  ra|)id  ste|)s  to  the  hrink  of  an  ah\>s,  iVom 
wliich  they  are  never  to  rise.  Ami  can  he  he  un- 
condoned "  r\'in  he  read  ol  that  lire  w  hich  is  never 
fpienched,  ot'  ihai  worm  \n  hich  ncNcrdies,  and  vet 
see,  without  emotion,  Irllow  hein^s,  wiih  whom  he 
sustains  the  tenderest  connections,  hastenin;^  tor- 
ward  to  this  indescrihahh?  ruin  :  — "  Ne^di^ent 
minister,  look  forward  to  the  trihunai  of  (lod.  lie- 
hold  a  human  heini:  lln  re  eomh  luned,  whom  thy 
neiih'Ct  has  helped  t ( )  dest roN .  In  t hat  coil nlenance 
of  ani^uish  and  despair,  which  niiiiht  have  beamed 
with  all  the  lii^ht  and  |)in  i!  \  ofhccUen;  in  that  voice 
of  wiM'pini:  and  \\'ailinLi,  which  mi^hi  have  suni^  the 
8We(*t  and  lia|)|)\  str  iiiis  ol  an^i^ls,  see  and  hear  the 
ruin  w  hieh  thou  liaM  ma(l(\  and  canst  thou  \('t  he 
slothful  and  uneoncermd  ' — \(mmI  I  describe  to 
you  his  an;^uish  on  ihai  (l,i\,  which  will  prove  him  a 
false,  heartless  minister  of  Jesus  (  hrist,  —  w  hieh  shall 
discover  to  lum  man\  soids  lovt  tluoui:!!  his  ne^hct, 
•—in  w  hiidi  the  searchin;^  eyes  of  ,)esus  sh.ill  be  fixed 
on  him  with  rii^hleous  indignation, — in  wliii  h  lu; 
shall  In  ir  the  voict*  of  the  Saviour  sayini:  lo  him, 
*  Behold  the  inestimable  souN,  for  w  hic  h  ni\  blood 
was   sin  (1,  w  hi(  h  I  conunilted  lo   \our   care,  but 
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which  your  negligence  has  helped  to  destroy.  De- 
part with  them,  far  from  me,  into  everlasting  fire.' 
Oh,  scene  of  agony  ! 

Such  were  the  words  of  Dr.  Channing.  With 
these  solemn  and  awful  warnings  and  exhortations 
ringing  in  his  ears,  and  with  his  own  previous  con- 
genial impressions  and  dispositions,  the  youthful 
pastor  of  this  church  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office  a  little  more  than  thirty-nine  years  ago.  How 
could  he  do  otherwise  than  preach  with  all  plainness 
and  good  fidelity  the  leading  and  precious  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel — the  sublime  truths  of  the  religion  of 
Christ — without  the  knowledge  of  which  the  human 
mind  is  dark,  and  the  depraved  heart  will  remain  in 
its  depravity,  and  the  immortal  soul  will  be  lost  ? 
What  he  conceived  to  be  the  great  truths  of  the 
gospel,  may  be  evident  by  repeating  to  you  a  few 
words  from  an  ordination  sermon,  preached  by  him 
in  early  life,  on  '  speaking  the  truth  in  love.' 

The  two  great  truths,''  he  says,  which  the 
minister  of  Jesus  will  labor  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  his  hearers,  are  the  miserable  condition  of 
sinners,  and  the  ability  and  readiness  of  an  almighty 
Saviour  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all,  that  come  unto 
God  by  him." 

"  By  the  truth,  as  it  is  emphatically  called,  in 
many  parts  of  Scripture,  is  usually  intended  the 
glorious  and  wonderful  plan  of  salvation  by  a  Re- 
deemer."— The  truth,  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
ministers  to  preach,  is  one  harmonious  whole. 
Commencing  with  the  fall  of  man,  and  even  looking 
back  to  the  purposes  of  God  before  the  apostacy,  it 
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extends  to  the  completion  of  the  wonderful  plan  of 
redemption, — to  tlu'  liiial  and  eternal  retribution  of 
our  fallen  vac(\  —  lo  iliat  eventful  dav,  wlien  the 
Son,  havini^  linishcd  his  UKuliatorial  work,  ha\ing 
hrouiilit  ni;iii\  sons  unto  LilorN,  and  justified  the 
sent(MiC('  of  Jehovah  in  the  punishment  of  the  tlnal- 
Iv  impenitent,  shall  (ieli\(  r  u|)  the  kingdom  to  Ciod, 
even  the  Father,  thai  (iod  mav  hi*  all  in  all/'  lie 
enumerates  anioiii:  the  i:reat  doctrines,  *Mhe  fall  of 
man,  and  the  consecpHMit  depravity,  corruption,  and 
condemnation  of  his  post(M*itv  ;  the  promise,  advent, 
and  work  of  a  Saviour  :  his  di\  initv  ami  atonemcMit  : 
the  n(»cessity  of  (li\ine  inlluenees  to  icnew  and 
sanctify  the  heart ;  the*  doctrine  of  justification  by 
faith  :  the  evt^rlasiini:  ha|)piness  of  the  righteous, 
and  the  et(*rnal  punishment  of  the  \vick(Ml.'' 

The  minister  of  .h^sus,  who  'speaks  the  truth  in 
love,^  \\ill  earefulU  a\oi(i  e\er\  thiiii:  that  is  ealeu- 
lat(*(l  uinieeessarilv  to  wound  and  irritate  the  feel- 
ings ot  his  |)eo|)le.  W  hen  called  to  re|)rove,  it  w  ill 
be  ^^ith  the  affection  of  a  fatluT,  and  not  with  the 
severitN  ot  a  m.ister.  While  exliihitiui:  what  he 
believes  to  be  the  truth  of  (iod,  he  will  neitluM*  elaim 
nor  e\(Teise  dominion  ()\'er  the  faith  of  otIuM's.  ^To 
the  law  and  to  the  ii'>iiiii()ii\  '  in-  will  chtM^rtullv 
appeal,  as  the  onl\  iut.illihle  st.ind.ird  of  l.iith  and 
practi( «  .  ' 

l*em'lrate(l  w  ith  the  lo\e  of  Jesus,  he  w  ill  en- 
treat and  beseeeh  simh'rs  lo  be  reconciled  to  him. 
He  w  ill  not  ( ount  his  life  HtMr  unto  himself,  so  that 
he  m  IV  fmish  his  courst*  w  ith  jo\,  .uid  the  ujinistry 
which  he  has  receivc»d  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  testify 
the  gospel  of  the  i^^race  of  (lod/' 
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The  pastor  of  this  church  toiled  for  about  a  year 
in  quietude  and  with  great  acceptableness  and  suc- 
cess. But  the  three  following  years  were  years  of 
anxiety,  controversy,  and  trouble.  If  it  were 
proper,  yet  there  is  not  time  for  me  to  enter,  with 
any  degree  of  minuteness,  into  the  affairs  of  this 
period.  In  the  brief  allusion,  which  from  a  sense  of 
duty  I  may  make  to  them,  I  trust  I  shall  say  noth- 
ing which  need  give  offence  to  any  mind.  My  only 
design  is  to  vindicate  my  friend  and  to  illustrate  the 
wise  and  holy  providence  of  God.  They,  who  wish 
to  read  a  full  history  of  things,  are  referred  to  papers 
printed  in  1812,  entitled,  Proceedings  of  the 
Second  Church  and  Parish  in  Dorchester.'' 

Although  the  controversy  which  sprung  up,  origi- 
nated perhaps  in  the  dislike,  on  the  part  of  certain 
members  of  the  parish,  to  the  great  evangelical 
truths  which  your  pastor  faithfully  preached  and 
earnestly  enforced  upon  the  conscience,  yet  it  as- 
sumed the  ostensible  form  of  a  question,  whether  he 
had  the  right  of  refusing  to  exchange  pulpits  indis- 
criminately with  the  neighboring  ministers,  with 
some  of  whom  he  did  not  agree  in  religious  senti- 
ment, and  whose  teachings  he  did  not  think  would 
be  profitable  to  the  souls  of  his  people.  At  a  parish 
meeting  it  was  voted,  that  he  be  requested  to  ex- 
change with  the  ministers  who  compose  the  Boston 
Association.''  His  reply  was  in  perfect  accordance 
with  his  reserved  rights  in  his  letter  accepting  his 
call,  that  he  could  "  not  pledge  himself  to  exchange 
with  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  whatever." 
In  consequence  of  this  reply,  the  parish  voted,  by  a 
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small  majority,  that  the  connection  between  them  and 
their  minister,  become  extinct.''  This  of  course 
was  not  in  itself  an  effective  measure.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  the  proceedinirs  at  this  ])t'ri()(l,  seventy- 
three  male  members  of  his  parish  presented  to  him 
an  allectionate  address,  in  which  thev  said,  "  Nearly 
all  vour  |)arishi()n('rs  ajipt^ar  satisfied  with  your  per- 
foriiKinccs,  and  ackiiow  Icdixe  you  have  conformed 
to  the  doctrines  and  principles  held  out  to  ns  in  mhw 
coninuinication,  pre\ioiis  to  \()ur  ordination  :  and 
the  foundation  of  the  difficulties  professedly  is  your 
declininij  to  exchanire  ministerial  labors  with  the 
association  of  ministers  to  N\liieli  vou  helons;." 
They  also  acknowledi^i^  that  the  rii^ht  was  vested  in 
him,  "  by  the  custom  of  ai^es,  to  decide  in  respect 
to  exchani^es."  This  was  iollou'ed  bv  an  address, 
adiiiirahlv  w  i'itteii,  Iroiii  one  liiiiidred  and  eii:ht\-one 
female  meiiihers  of  his  pari.sh,  \\  hieh  must  have  been 
most  consolinu:  and  refreshini:  to  his  heart.  They 
say,  *'  We,  beloved  sir,  \\  lu^i  vou  w  vyc  settled  as 
our  |)ast()r,  ccIuxmI  the  \()iee  of  jov  that  proceeded 
from  our  liii^hands,  fathers,  hrothers,  and  friends; 
and,  although  w  coiihl  not  bcconu*  public  advocates 
for  vour  settlement,  the  ev(*  of  approbation  disclosed 
the  hap|)iness  of  t he  hear! .  The  power  of  s\  m[)athy 
has  never  been  denied  ii^  :  the  \irtueol  sincerity 
we  hope  is  not  w  itldu  hi.  W  ith  alfeclionate  sympa- 
thv  and  Christian  sineeril\,  \\r  beseecdi  von  to  l)(\ir 
up  aj^ainst  the  host  of  troubles  that  beset  \ou,  and, 
like  a  «;ood  soldier  of  Christ,  having  on  the  \>  hole 
armor  ot  the  i:osp«  |,  w  »•  \ou\\ill  fiirht  maiifiillv, 

and  come  ofl  con(|Ueror  and  more  than  c(»ii(|iieror,  in 
this  important  conllici." 
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Yes,  noble-minded  women,  through  your  sympa- 
thy and  prayers,  and  the  divine  blessing,  he  did  fight 
manfully,  and  came  off  conqueror  ;  and  he  has  re- 
mained with  you  nearly  forty  years, — till  now,  his 
body  sleeps  in  the  grave,  and  his  spirit  has  gone,  as 
I  am  persuaded,  to  the  rewards  of  the  good  soldier 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

These  women  added  in  their  address,  You  have 
this  consolation,  and  our  hearts  gratefully  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  truth,  that  your  preaching  has  not  been 
in  vain,  but  that,  by  a  blessing  attending  your  faith- 
ful and  affectionate  administrations  of  the  word, 
many  of  us  have  been  awakened,  comforted,  ani- 
mated, and  strengthened.'' 

Eight  months  after  the  parish  had  declared  the 
connection  extinct,"  they  requested  a  mutual  coun- 
cil, which  met  October  30,  1811,  composed,  one 
half  of  ministers  and  delegates  selected  by  the  pas- 
tor, and  one  half  of  ministers  and  delegates  selected 
by  the  parish.  All  other  questions  being  deemed  of 
little  consequence,  the  grand  question  was,  whether 
the  parish  had  just  cause  of  complaint  on  the  ground 
of  the  pastor's  neglecting  to  exchange  ministerial 
labors ;  and  on  this  question  the  council  w^as  equally 
divided,  and  they  were  dissolved,  leaving  the  state 
of  things  unchanged.  After  a  period  of  six  months, 
a  second  mutual  council  was  convened.  May  12, 
1812.  On  the  question  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
dismission  of  the  pastor,  the  council  was  equally 
divided,  with  the  exception  of  the  moderator,  who 
had  a  casting  vote  ;  and  he  decided  in  the  negative, 
but  at  the  same  time  expressed,  as  the  ground  of 
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his  vote,  his  1)(TkT,  that  the  pastor  open  a 

more  tV(M.'  and  lihi  ral  intercourse  w  iih  his  ministerial 
brethren,  and  tluis  r<  iii()\r  the  onl v  ohjeetion  aUei^ed 
ai^ainsi  him,  and  the  onlv  reason  ur^red  for  his  dis- 
mission." It  is  wortliN  of  remark,  that  this  coiineil 
unanimously  agreed  in  savin;^,  u  hih*  tht*\  \  ie\v  it 
an  important  pri\ih'i:e  of  the  Christian  minister  to 
r(»i:nhit(^  liis  ('\cliaiii:t\s  with  his  hrctlna  n  according 
(()  llic  inihiass((l  dictates  ot  his  own  mind,  the\  are 
sensihh'  that  this  ri^ht  oiiiilit  to  he  cxcM'cised  >vith 
|)rU(hMic<'  and  tenderness/' 

The  dilVaMihics  were  not  \et  enihul.  The  parish 
persisted  in  their  coni|)hiints  as  to  the  matter  of 
(v\chani:es,  and  the  pa^ior  persisted  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  his  acknow  h'dm'd  rii^hts  and  in  tlie  refusal 
of  a  ph^l^e  of  indiscriminate  e.xclianii^es,  ahhouf^h 
he  had,  consi>t(Mi 1 1 v  with  his  own  [)rinci|)h^s,  e\- 
<*hanL:<'d  w  ith  two  oni  ot  a  certain  nuniher  of  minis- 
((^rs' nient ioned  h\  the  parish. 

lUit  njatters  soon  canu'  to  a  crisis.  At  a  meetini^, 
Novemlx^r  ii,  IJU  J,  it  was  voted  ai^ain  by  the  par- 
ish to  dismiss  tlieir  minister.  The  next  Sunday 
the\'  placed  another  minister  in  lln'  |)tdpit,  with  a 
^uard  on  tin*  pul|)it  stairs,  so  that  your  pasti)r  was 
comptdlcd  to  |)rcach  from  the  seat  Udow  the  pid|)it, 
and  after  prcachini:.  retired  with  his  coni^rej^ation. 
'I'he  j)arish  jireacher  then  went  throni^h  his  services; 
and,  ret ainini;  possessiim  of  the  |)ulpit,  and  rtMuain- 
ini:  in  the  housi*  duriiii^  a  short  intermission,  he  w  vni 
through  his  aftcrn(K)n  servicers,  when  Ik  and  his 
hearers  rrtired.  J  hen  the  pastor  entered  his  pulpit 
ajid  jierforuied  the  usual  alternoon  service. 
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This  strange  and  unheard-of  outrage  was  so  re- 
volting to  the  public  sense  of  decorum,  in  the  nminds 
of  men  of  all  denominations  and  whatever  their 
religious  sympathies,  that  the  opposers  of  jour  pastor 
annihilated  by  this  step  at  once  their  own  power,  and 
gave  to  him  the  triumph.  They  soon  agreed  to  sell 
their  pews  and  to  retire  from  the  parish.  And  thus 
was  the  pastor  left  perfectly  free  on  the  subject  of 
exchanges ;  and  the  parish  now  voted  as  follows  : 
"  As  it  is  the  important  privilege  of  the  Christian 
minister  to  regulate  his  exchanges  with  his  brethren 
according  to  the  unbiassed  dictates  of  his  own  mind 
and  conscience,  we  think  it  expedient  that  the  parish 
should  agree,  that  Mr.  Codman  should  not  be  con- 
fined in  his  exchanges,  the  advice  of  any  council  or 
member  thereof  notwithstanding  ;  as  the  advice  that 
was  given  was  upon  the  expectation,  that  the  disaf- 
fected were  to  continue  active  members  of  the  par- 
ish, which  is  not  now  the  case  ;  and  that  the  exer- 
cise of  this  privilege  shall  not  again  be  made  the 
subject  of  complaint  before  an  ecclesiastical  council 
in  this  parish." 

Thus  ended  this  unpleasant  but  very  important 
controversy.  Your  pastor,  supported  by  a  noble 
body  of  friends,  waged  a  weary  battle  of  three  years  ; 
but  he  fought  wisely,  and  manfully,  and  prayerfully, 
and  he  achieved  a  triumph  and  established  his  right, 
and  the  right  of  his  brother  ministers,  and  for  thirty- 
five  years  enjoyed  it  without  disturbance.  "  Free- 
dom to  worship  God,"  brought  the  fathers  of  Dor- 
chester to  this  wilderness ;  and  the  eleventh  pastor 
of  Dorchester,  by  maintaining  the  freedom  of  the 
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ministry  as  to  exchanges,  will  be  held  in  honor  in 
future  a^jes. 

I  have  niadf  this  recital  Irom  a  stroni:;  sense  of 
duty  ;  l)iit  not  to  awaken  a  single  an^jrv  feeling,  or 
a  sinixle  (Miioiioii  of  iiiikindncss.  ^our  jiastor  cher- 
ished only  good  will  towdnis  those  with  whom  he 
was  once  in  controversy  :  indcHul,  he  had  the  happi- 
ness to  riMM^ivc  hnck  into  his  fold  sonu^  who  went 
astray  fioiii  it,  ;ni(l  to  iin|);irt  to  tluMii  the  consola- 
tions of  tln'  gospel,  as  tlit'\  died  under  his  ministry. 

This  triumph  as  to  the  matter  of  exchanges  is 
somt^thini:  :  hut,  my  liiends,  it  is  nothing  in  itself 
to  you^  independent  o(  peenliar  circumstances;  it  is 
nothini:-  to  \ou  in  eomparison  with  another  thing 
which  it  inyoUed,  and  that  is,  the  security  to  you 
and  to  your  children  of  tln^  preaching  of  that  pure 
and  holy  truth,  hy  which  \our  soids  may  be  saved. 
Had  the  opposcrs  triumphed,  had  \()ur  pa.stor  been 
defeated  and  turned  a\\a\,  and  had  this  society  set- 
tled d(n\  n  on  a  different  system,  I  \\  '\\\  you  what 
I  think  as  to  the  result.  1  think  \ou  mi;^ht  have 
had  a  pi-eaehrr.  w  ho  would  lia\e  discoursed  to  vou 
about  the  (iii:nit\  of  human  natin*e,  and  the  dutit^s 
of  self-res|)tH:t  and  the  cul ( i  \  a t lou  ol  \  irlue  :  but  w  ho 
woidd  not  Imvc  '  touched  the  sore  and  ulceious 
place'  in  \our  heart  :  who  would  not  ha\e  told  \ou 
that  \ou  W(M*(*  a  sinner,  depra\ed  and  ruineil,  .md 
\Nould  not  havt*  called  \ou  to  repentanc**,  nor  ex- 
horted \ou  to  af)asc  \ourself  in  the  dust  b(»for(^  thr 
ihronr  of  ( Jod  and  to  sup|)licale  his  meii  v  :  w  ho 
would  not  h  iNo  told  nou  that  \ou  can  be  saved  onlv 

b\  thr  washiuL:  of  rcLlcneral ion  and  tin-  renew  mi: 
of  thr  Hol  V  (ih(\st/' 
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I  think  yoii  might  have  had  a  preacher,  who  would 
have  discoursed  sweet  words  to  you  concerning  lib- 
erality and  charity,  and  the  progress  of  light,  and 
exemption  from  bigotry,  and  freedom  from  the  dark 
and  horrible  doctrines  which  shrouded  the  minds  of 
our  fathers  ;  but  who  would  not  have  taught  you  the 
soul-saving  truths  which  Christ  and  his  apostles 
communicated  from  heaven,  and  which,  in  every 
subsequent  age,  have  been  understood  and  received 
by  all  the  true  followers  of  Christ, 

I  think  you  might  have  had  a  preacher,  who 
would  have  spoken  to  you  of  the  pure  and  holy  ex- 
ample of  Jesus,  and  of  his  death,  as  a  martyr  to  the 
truth  ;  but  who  would  have  said  nothing  of  his  pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice  on  the  cross,  nothing  of  his  atone- 
ment, nothing  of  redemption  by  his  blood,  and  who 
would  not,  in  the  words  of  your  pastor,  have  ''nobly 
resolved  to  know  nothing  among  his  people  save 
Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified ^ 

I  think  you  might  have  had  a  preacher,  who 
would  have  exhorted  you  to  the  performance  of 
good  works,  in  the  hope  that  the  God  of  justice 
would  bestow  upon  you  the  rewards  of  virtue ;  but 
who  would  not  have  taught  you,  that  by  the  works 
of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified,''  but  that  we 
are  justified  by  faith  only  ;  and  therefore,  being 
justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'' 

I  think  you  might  have  had  a  preacher,  w^ho 
would  have  assured  you,  that  God  is  too  merciful 
and  just  to  punish  his  frail  creature  in  eternity  for 
the  sins  of  time  ;  but  who  would  not  in  all  kindness 
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have  exhorted  you  to  (lee  from  the  wrath  to  come," 
nor  warned  you,  in  the  words  of  Christ,  not  to 
fear  man,  who  can  onlv  kill  llu^  hodv,  hut  rather  to 
fear  hini  wlio  is  ahlc  to  destroy  holli  l)0(l\'  and  soul 
in  hell/' 

I  think  you  nnirht  have  had  a  prt^achcT,  ^\  ho 
would  hav(^  enjoined  upon  M)U  tlic  various  moral 
\  irtu('s:  hut  ^^  lio  would  not  \\A\r  taui:lii  thcni  in 
thrir  true  .source,  as  jirocccdinL:;  Ironi  llir  hjvt  of 
Chiisl^  so  that,  as  c()n)ini:  lioni  this  origin,  the 
smallest  act  of  goodness,  as  that  of  giving  a  cup  of 
cold  water  to  a  disciple,  bndusf  he  is  a  disciple 
of  Christ,  shall  not  lose  its  rcw.ud  ;  and  w  ho  could 
not  iiave  exclaimed  honi  the  (lc])tlis  ol  his  heart, 

 "0,  thou  l»lee(liu£^  Love  I 

Thou  maker  of  new  morals  to  mankind  ! 
The  Inland  moraUty  is  love  of  Thee  !  " 

I  think  \()U  niii:lit  ha\(^  had  a  prcacluu*,  dealing 
out  to  vou  his  transcendental  lucuhrations,  totallv 
incompreluMisihle  to  his  own  mind  and  dark  as  mid- 
night to  the  intelltH'ts  of  .dl  his  hearers;  hut  who, 
thoU2:h  called  .i  minister  of  the  i:ospel,  helit^ved  not 
half  the  Scri|)turcs  to  he  tlie  word  of  (Jod,  and  w  ho 
understood  not  one  ol  the  ^reat  principles  of  tlui 
gospel  ol  salvation. 

I  tliuik  \()U  nuL^ht  ha\(*  had  a  pre.icher,  a  scholar, 
gentlemanU  in  his  denieanor,  kind  in  his  disposi- 
tions, who  would  \\\\\v  rei:ul*ul\  ministered  to  vou 
from  \(Mr  to  vrar  m  the  sucred  olVice  ;  hut  who 
would  eonic  uinh  r  thr  (h  scn pt ion  ol  ^mIic  hiind 
leader  ot  the  hhnd,  hoih  l.ilhni:  into  the  ditch.'* 

I  think  M)U  mi^ht  li.i\r  h.id  ;i  preacInT,  rt^spected 
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and  beloved  for  many  excellent  qualities  ;  but  totally 
incompetent  as  a  spiritual  guide,  as  a  steward  of  the 
divine  mysteries,  as  a  man  strong  in  faith  and  migh- 
ty in  prayer,  in  a  word,  as  a  faithful  and  successful 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  has  pleased  God  to  save  you  from  the  incalcu- 
lable miseries  of  an  incompetent  and  unfaithful 
ministry,  the  disastrous  consequences  of  which  are 
not  to  be  calculated  by  any  measures  of  gold  and 
silver,  nor  to  be  estimated  in  duration  by  any  meas- 
ures of  time.  The  frown  of  an  angry  Judge  in  the 
great  reckoning  day,  the  extinction  of  hope,  the 
gloom  of  terrible  despair,  the  gulf  of  perdition,  the 
abyss  in  which  the  soul  sinks  for  ever,  the  eternal 
wailings  of  hell,- — these  things  on  the  one  side  ;  and, 
on  the  other  side,  a  participation  in  the  resurrection 
of  the  just,  when  the  rebuilt  body  shall  stand  forth 
in  the  likeness  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  the  approving, 
joy-giving  countenance  of  the  Judge  ;  the  rapturous 
sentence,  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father  ;  the 
ascent  to  the  heavenly  abode  ;  the  sweet  fellowship 
of  all  the  redeemed  and  of  the  unfallen  ;  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Lamb,  that  was  slain  ;  the  bliss  of  eter- 
nal purity ;  the  vision  and  the  taste  of  unimagined 
good  ;  the  songs  of  inconceivable  rapture  never-end- 
ing,— these  things  may  teach  you,  by  way  of  con- 
trast, the  different  consequences  of  a  faithful  and  an 
unfaithful  ministry. 

You  have  been  trained  to  make  these  distinctions  ; 
you  have  been  instructed  in  the  truth  by  your  pastor, 
in  regard  to  whom  I  am  happy  to  quote  your  own 
testimony  in  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  church 
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diirini^  the  controversy,  of  which  I  have  given  a 
brief  historv.     The  report  savs  : 

\\  e  h;i\e  al\\M\s  rcirardeil  liim,  and  do  still 
regard  liiin,  as  a  faithfid  laborer  in  the  vinevard  of 
his  Lord  ;  a>  a  workman  ^^  ho  needelh  not  to  be 
ashamed,  riiihtU  di\  i(lini:  the  word  of  trnth  :  as  a 
conscientions  minister  of  the  New  Testament,  who 
wateh(\s  for  soids  as  on(^  that  nnist  irive  an  account ; 
and  who  strives,  and  labors,  and  j)ra\s  for  the  sal- 
vation of  his  people.  Ill  his  pri\ate  intercourse  with 
the  members  of  his  church  and  parish,  we  rec()i:ni'/e 
tiic  disinterested,  self-den vini:,  beneficent  spirit  of 
the  gospel.  \\  ('  rejoiee  in  savini:,  that  wc  bt^litn'e 
him  to  be  rem.irk  iM\  actuated  l)\  this  spirit  :  that 
in  his  visits  to  houses  of  allliction,  he  is  a  minister 
of  consolation  ;  that  to  those  w  ho  art*  iiKjuiring  what 
they  sliall  do  to  be  savc^d,  he  is  an  afleetionat(*  spir- 
itual coiiiisellor  :  and  that  in  pri\.ite  dwcllini^s  as 
\\t'll  as  in  the  pulpit,  on  other  davs  of  tlie  week 
as  well  as  on  the  Sabbath,  he  is  a  bh^ssini:  to  his 
people. 

\\  ('  lia\(*  reason  also  to  state,  w  'wU  dcNout  ii:rat- 
itude  to  (lod,  that  we  have  reason  to  hopi^  our  pas- 
tor's labors  have  been  atttMidi^d  with  a  di\ine  bless- 
ini:.     Lariic  additions  becui  madt*  to  our  num- 

ber under  his  mimstr\  :  the  attention  of  our  \ouih 
has  been  directed  to  relii:ioii,  and  the  fruits  ol  the 
S|)irit  have  appeared,  as  we  conceive,  in  the  increase 
of  vital  and  j)raciieal  pi(^ty.'' 

This  is  hiirh  praise  of  the  pastor  in  the  earlvdavs 
of  his  ministr\.  I  tiii-i  w  was  deserved  then:  and 
that  now,  at  the  close  of  a  long  period  of  ministt^rial 
labors,  it  i<  not  less  deserved. 
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Indeed,  among  some  resolutions  of  this  church, 
adopted  only  two  days  ago,  are  the  following  : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  John 
Codman,  D,  D.,  the  inscrutable  providence  of  God 
has  separated  us  from  a  friend,  endeared  to  us  and 
to  our  families  in  all  the  changes  of  life,  during  a 
ministry  of  thirty-nine  years,  and  from  a  pastor 
faithful  and  successful  in  preaching  the  truths  of  a 
pure  gospel,  while  he  illustrated  its  spirit  by  the 
courtesy,  philanthropy,  benevolence,  fidelity,  piety, 
and  true  charity  of  a  minister  of  Christ, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  a  matter  of  devout  gratitude 
to  God,  that  the  relation  now  dissolved  by  death, 
was  constituted  between  us  ;  that  he  lived  and  died 
in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  among  us  ;  and  that  the 
fruits  of  his  service  remain  a  grateful  memorial  of  a 
ministry,  whose  labors  closed  only  with  life.'' 

At  the  same  time,  while  your  pastor  is  thus  com- 
mended, permit  me  to  say,  that  from  conversation 
with  him  recently  in  his  sickness,  I  perceived  that 
he  took  not  any  praise  and  honor  to  himself.  He 
disclaimed  all  reliance  on  his  own  merit,  righteous- 
ness, and  works.  He  cherished  no  thoughts  of 
worthiness  before  God*  He  had  been,  he  said,  an 
unprofitable  servant.''  Even  when  allusion  was 
made  to  his  supposed  possession  of  true  and  un- 
doubted faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  as  the  Lord  his 
righteousness,  he  was  not  over-confident,  he  only 
'  hoped'  it  was  so.  Such  was  his  humility.  ''He 
that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted."  1  doubt 
not  that  my  friend  is  a  monument  of  God's  grace, 
and  that  he  has  passed  away  from  his  toils  and 
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sufieriiii^s  to  tin*  pure  rdiciiit'S,  lo  uirnnagined 
Miss,  and  the  eternal  glory  ot  heaven. 

It  is  now  ten  davs  since  voiir  pastor,  alter  a  min- 
istry of  thirtv-nine  >ears,  was  removed  from  the 
earth,  on  Tlunsday  morning,  December  23,  at  tlie 
age  of  sixty-five.  Great  has  Iji  i  ii  thi  goodness  of 
God  in  sparini^  him  to  you  so  K)ni: ;  in  rendering 
him  so  faithful  in  eommunieatini!;  divine  truth,  and 
in  all  the  duties  of  his  oflici^  :  in  iriving  him  a  heart 
of  tcMidcrncss  and  s\in[).iih\  ;  in  making  him  so 
successful  in  his  toils,  bestowing  upon  him  hundreds 
as  the  seals  of  his  ministry  and  for  the  crown  of 
his  rejoicini:." 

And  now,  mv  l)(lo\((i  friciids,  while  Mm  ''re- 
member all  the  wav  in  which  the  Lord  vour  God 
has  led  vou  these*  fortv  years  from  tlu^  bcginnini^, 
and  treasure  up  in  voiir  minds  his  wonderful  good- 
ness to  vou,  let  dissuade  you  from  any  senti- 
ments of  pri(h\  Sa\  not  within  \ourselves,  ''For 
our  rii:hteousn(»ss,  and  for  the  upriijhtness  of  our 
hearts,"  hath  the  Lord  done  thest^  great  thini^s  for 
us;  for  have  \r  not  in  many  things  olVcndtul,  and 
been  rcbcHious  :  Arc  ye  not  charireabh^  \yith  many 
neijlects  in  the  sii^ht  of  (Jod  ;  witli  many  sins,  for 
which  ve  should  shed  the  tears  of  contrition  :  Ilavt* 
yv,  loved  the  truth  as  ye  ought  ?  Have  ye  obeyed  it 
as  ye  ought?  Have  ye  prized  and  improved  your 
j)riyih»ges  as  ye  oiii;ht  ^  Alas,  for  those  who  do  not 
reform  I  Alas,  for  those*  who  resist  the  strongest 
possible*  m()tivt*s  which  can  l)e  addressed  to  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  who  perish  amidst  a  flood  of  light  I 
Hut  ye  are  yet  among  the  living,  and  yet  under  the 
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sound  of  the  gospel ;  and  it  is  the  design  of  all  that 
I  have  said — of  all  the  recital  which  I  have  made — 
it  was  the  aim  of  your  pastor's  preaching — it  is  the 
great  design  of  the  gospel  of  Christ — it  is  the  great 
design  of  all  the  providences  of  God,  to  lead  you  to 
the  obedience  of  faith  and  to  make  you  wise  unto 
salvation.  Then,  "  be  ye  holy,  as  God  is  holy  ;  be 
ye  perfect,  as  your  Father  also  in  heaven  is  perfect.'' 
Be  ye  men  of  uprightness  and  unshaken  integrity. 
Be  ye  kind,  charitable,  benevolent,  ready  to  every 
good  wwk.  Let  an  unforgiving  temper  be  subdued 
in  your  breast.  Weep  with  them  who  weep,  and 
rejoice  with  them  who  rejoice.  If  God  has  claims 
upon  you — claims  to  your  supreme  love  and  to  your 
daily  humble  and  grateful  worship — then  yield  to 
these  claims.  To  use  the  words  of  your  pastor,  in 
one  of  his  printed  discourses,  "  there  can  be  no  life 
of  God  in  the  soul  without  prayer ;  there  can  be  no 
communion  with  God  and  with  Christ,  no  fellowship 
with  the  saints,  no  intercourse  with  heaven."  And 
let  me  also  repeat  his  words,  addressed  to  those 
Christians  who  forsake  their  closets  :  "  If  you  value 
the  peace  of  your  own  souls,  if  you  value  heaven,  if 
you  dread  hell,  go  back  and  revisit  your  neglected 
closets.  There  pour  out  your  souls  to  him  '  who 
seeth  in  secret.'    In  secret  confess  all  your  sins." 

Reverence  the  name,  the  Sabbath,  the  house  of 
God.  Be  ye  also  the  true  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ, 
relying  upon  his  atoning  blood,  confiding  in  him  for 
justification,  and  espousing  his  cause  before  the 
world ;  "  for  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto 
rigeteousness,  and  with  the  mouth  confession  is 
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made  iiiito  salvation;"  and  the  Saviour  expressly 
said,  whosoever  shall  confess  me  hefore  men,  him 
shall  the  Son  ot  man  also  confess  before  the  angels 
of  God  :  hnt  he  that  d(Miieth  me  l)cfore  men,  shall 
he  denied  i)ef()r(^  tlic  anijels  of  (lod/'    In  short, 

let  yonr  lii:lit  shine  hefore  nuMi,  that  thev  may 
se(»  \onr  i^ood  works,  and  i^lorifx  voiir  FatluT  \\  hich 
is  in  lH\'iven.'' 

If  snch  he  th(^  cfftM't  of  God's  discipline,  and  of 
tli(^  pre  ichinu  in  \()ur  hc.irini:,  attended  hv  the 
p()W(T  of  (iod's  spirit,  to  lead  you  to  obedience,  to 
array  you  with  all  the  Christian  virtues,  and  to  pre- 
pare you  for  that  world,  where  all  is  puritv,  love,  and 
eternal  jov  ;  then  may  ve  (v\ult  and  he  tilled  with 
sweet  antiei|)ations  of  illiniitable  ^ood. 

What  ii;ladness  nnist  havt*  filled  the  iu^arts  of  our 
fathiTs,  when,  after  a  few  years,  th(»y  saw  this 
dn^arv  wilderness,  to  which  they  came,  changed 
from  its  (lr(\ariness,  so  as  to  become  what  Canaan 
was  to  llu*  childrcMi  of  Israel,  ''a  land  of  wheat,  and 
barlev,  and  vines,  and  fi'j:-tr(*es,  and  pomegranates; 
a  land  of  (»il  olive,  and  liom»y  ; and  when  they 
h  ul  eaten  and  were  lull,  and  Ixiill  lliem  goodly 
houses  and  dwelt  therein,  '  and  w  lu  n  ihtir  herds 
and  floi'ks  were  incn»aseti,  and  their  silver  and  g:o1(1 
^^'ere  nndliplie(l  '  Tridy  x\\r\  had  reason  to  rejoici^ 
as  we  have,  in  the  jood  land  "  to  w  hieh  the  Lord 
their  Ciod  h  id  brouj^ht  them. 

But,  mv  friends,  if  yt*  [\vr  ()b(»dient,  what  must  be 
vour  exultation  and  Joy,  as  ye  shall  |)ass  over  the 
stream  of  death  and  enter  the  heavenly  Canaan,  the 
land  of  repose  and  beauty,  of  richness  and  glory  ; 


m 


the  place  of  everlasting  rest ;  all  difficulties  sur- 
mounted, all  discords  harmonized,  all  imperfections 
and  calamities  left  behind  ;  a  land,  in  which  no  in- 
habitant ever  says  '  he  is  sick,'  and  where  no  tear  of 
grief  ever  falls  from  the  eye,  and  no  pang  of  sepa- 
ration ever  tortures  the  heart ;  where  a  crown  of 
glory  shall  be  placed  upon  your  head,  and  the  treas- 
ures of  inestimable  good  shall  be  held  in  secure  pos- 
session ;  and  where  ye  shall  dwell  in  that  holy  city, 
of  which  God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  everlasting 
light  ? 

What  happiness  must  have  filled  the  soul  of  your 
beloved  pastor,  when,  a  few  mornings  ago  the  pang 
of  parting  from  wife  and  children  was  over,  the  dy- 
ing struggle  was  ended,  and  his  freed  mind  left  his 
wrecked  tabernacle  of  clay  ?  What  visions  of  glory 
must  have  opened  to  the  view  of  his  liberated  spirit, 
as  he  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  his  Saviour  in 
paradise  ? 

If  you  would  meet  him  there,  let  that  pure  gospel, 
which  he  preached,  be  received  into  your  under- 
standings, and  into  good  and  obedient  hearts  ;  let 
that  blessed  Saviour,— whose  atoning  blood  was 
the  burden  of  his  preaching  from  his  first  discourse 
in  this  pulpit,  on  the  text,  For  I  am  not  ashamed 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ,''  till,  as  his  last  act,  he  pre- 
sented to  you,  one  month  ago,  the  memorials  of 
Christ's  death, — be  the  object  of  your  faith,  of  your 
admiring  gratitude  and  love.  So  shall  ye  meet  him 
in  paradise,  and  be  his  ''joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing 
in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his 
coming  !  " 
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Farewell,  my  beloved  Friend, — my  early,  best, 
and  dearest  friend, — till  I  meet  you  there  I — for  I 
believe  I  shall.  And  there  may  all  this,  your  peo- 
ple, meet  you  I 

In  th('  iivcdX  of  th(^  roniini:  of  Christ,  even 
the  crun)hh;d  body  shall  be  built  up  again.  "  This 
corru|)til)K3  must  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal 
nnist  put  on  innnortalit v/'  Tlic  darkent^d  eve  will 
th(Mi  rrkindlcd,  iind  w  ill  hcani  \\\\\\  v\vvu'd\  love. 
In  the  t'aitli  of  this,  vour  pastor,  a  few  davs  before 
his  death,  as  we  rode  together  to  a  pleasant  field  a 
short  distance  in  front  of  this  meeting-house,  said  to 
me,  I  intend  to  ofl'er  this  field  to  my  parish  for  a 
cemetery:  and  hrvr  1  \\i>h  to  lie  in  the  midst  of 
my  people."  He  knew,  that  ''in  a  moment,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump,  the  dead 
shall  be  raistnl  incorru|)tible.''  And  it  was  the  great 
desire  of  his  luMrt,  that  noii  and  he,  his  children  and 
vour  children,  disenthralled,  redeemed  from  the 
grave,  mii:hl  stand  up  toLretlier  at  tin*  resurrection 
of  the  just  I 

Blessed  are  the  dead,  which  die  in  \\\c  Lord; 
yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  th.K  they  may  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  their  works  do  jollow  them/'  Amkn. 
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